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On Aug. 20, Angel Gutierrez, a former Argentine soldier who fought in the 1982 Malvinas
(Falklands) war, told reporters about mass graves where Argentine soldiers were allegedly buried
after being executed by British troops. Gutierrez also said that a number of his comrades had been
tortured and mistreated after they surrendered to British troops. Gutierrez' charges substantiate
those made by former British soldier Vincent Bramley in his book, "Journey to Hell." In the book,
Bramley says British troops repeatedly violated international conventions regarding the treatment
of prisoners of war. Gutierrez said he did not personally witness the abuses, but learned about
them through fellow soldiers. Argentine Defense Minister Antonio Erman Gonzalez said he had not
seen any evidence to support the charges. He added, however, that if evidence were to be brought
forward, the government is prepared to denounce such abuses in international forums. In response
to the charges, commander of British troops during the war Adm. John Woodward said he had no
knowledge of executions or mistreatment of Argentine soldiers. He said that if there is evidence of
such abuses, both governments should conduct a complete investigation. British Defense Minister
Malcolm Rifkind said he has already authorized an investigation into British troop conduct during
the war. (Sources: Agence France-Presse, Spanish news service EFE, 08/20/92, 08/21/92)
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